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Introduction
Reactive and Proactive Investigation approaches have been employed by the police system to eliminate murder crimes by serial killers in society. The success of these approaches is dependent on a network system that helps investigators track these criminals. Serial Killer stories have created a chill both to the public and the law enforcement system, prompting the latter to work on ways of ending the predicament. Proposed ideations that would put an end to these crimes thus would make the world a better place. This paper will therefore explicate proactive and reactive approaches used in investigating serial killer murder cases and the sources of information in these approaches and how they help to make the investigations successful.
Reactive Approach to Serial Murder Investigation
The reactive Investigative Approach is used on the occasion where investigators receive distress calls informing them of criminal activities which require urgent intervention that, when not met, dire consequences are faced. This approach is based on community policing which is aimed to reduce crimes (Yaksic et al., 2019). It not only focuses on exclusive follow-up of serial murder cases presenting but also to uncover the real identity of the killer and his motives. The policing method hitherto used in the follow-ups has proved elusive. Thus, the law has adopted the use of another alternative method that involves selecting a task force that is mandated to look into the depth of the investigation and complete it successfully.
The selected task force is assigned roles according to divisions formed therein. For instance, some members of the task force are responsible for whatever the media broadcasts to the public on the same case. Thus, they are required to address the media on the same to avoid contradictory messages that might cause chaos and unrest. The reactive Investigative Approach is focused on the interests of the public regarding presenting social circumstances. For example, when a Serial Killer is on the loose, the public is provided with photos of potential killers, if there are any, then followed by a number to give random distress calls in case they find out anything. Since the police have the consent of the public, they can easily hasten the response of the police to murder cases.
However, a challenge may come in when victims or key witnesses to the crimes fail to cooperate with the police forces following either direct threats from these killers or the fear of being part of the investigative processes, which is long and makes them susceptible to these acts. Furthermore, the provision of information regarding serial killers might enable top-notch criminals to escape since these often require immediate interventions (Zepinic, 2018). Acting promptly to distress calls makes the approach less useful since there might be no actual evidence to incriminate the killers.
Proactive Approach to Serial Murder Investigation
Following the cumbersome reactive investigations’ failures, this method was adopted to bring to an end the killing spree of these blood-thirsty killers. The method is conducted in response to information received either from the public or from key witnesses regarding an ongoing criminal activity and is meant to give investigators ample time to plan how to approach the situation, thereby increasing the chances of making the expedition a success (Yaksic et al., 2019). Alternatively, information on these hideous activities could be obtained through a thorough gathering of intelligence by the investigators themselves.
Yaksik et al. (2019) further assert that the investigation follows an incessant approach that involves identification of any imminent danger to the society and putting a focus on who and where to start their investigation. The latter could also choose trusted informants in the community to work with. This would increase the chances of success of the process. The informants or the undercover agents are then expected to gather evidence-based on video footage or circumstantial photos of the serial killers’ whereabouts. Thereafter, the investigators step in to apprehend the criminals based on detailed evidence.
Investigators mandated to make these processes successful can plan their approaches by collaborating with other units outside their jurisdiction, such as the Behavioral Analysis Unit, that helps them come up with a targeted killer profile that would help them determine his or her behavior in terms of their next move and destination and their interests and motives (Zepinic, 2018). This approach is useful since it not only enables investigators to arrest the criminals before they commit murder but also gives them an upper hand by through total control of investigations until it reaches completion. Furthermore, it eliminates any threats that the witnesses to the crimes might face since investigators do not have to respond immediately to the alleged acts, thus leaving serial killers in the dark concerning the ongoing investigations (Zepinic, 2018).
Sources of Information
Reactive and Proactive Investigation approaches use a network system to enhance the success of their activities. These databases enable them to detect behind the scenes the motives behind every serial crime (Yaksic et al., 2019). The investigators, therefore, can predict the behavior of the serial killers based on assumed personality. Harmening (2014) asserts that the motives behind these acts could be based on personal thrill or psychological gratifications.  These databases include the National Law Enforcement Teletype System and the Violent Criminal Apprehension Program. The databases enable the investigators to track serial killers by monitoring their movements across the states via the public transport system using computer networks to identify them. The task force then acts depending on the urgency of the presenting situation.
Conclusion
Reactive and Proactive Investigative approaches significantly contribute to the reduction of the number of serial murder crimes. The reactive approach involves acting upon public distress by the police, usually after the actual crime. Although, the former is more detailed since it is all-inclusive. These approaches both employ the use of databases which help accelerate the process and consequently their success. In part, they provide a network system through which different states monitor the movement of these criminals across different jurisdictions.
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